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“CHRISTIAN UNITY WILL NOT COME ON THE 


BASIS OF MINIMUMS, BUT ON THE BASIS OF 
MAXIMUMS.,” 
That was a declaration first made in 1910 by Bishop 


\nderson, of the Episcopal church, in the Laymen’s Mis- 
Congress in Chicago. It was applauded by Bap- 
tists, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, Methodists, Dis- 
ciples and everybody else, who thought they saw in it a 
appy scheme by which no denomination would have to 
give up anything, but each could contribute its distinctive 


siona 


and favorite feature to the united Church. 

Che bishop derided the idea of seeking for unity upon 
the basis of the common catholic agreements which under- 
lie and run all the way through the denominational order— 
this would be Christian unity on the minimums; it would 
mean that the several denominations would have to sur- 
render their purely denominational characteristics, and he 
held that the result of such a reduction to a common de- 
nominator would be a flat and impotent uniformity. Unity, 
it was contended, is to come by inclusion, not by excision. 


* ¢ 
lt has been very interesting to observe how widely cur 
rent this phrase about maximums has become in recent 
literature on Christian unity. 

Even among Disciples of Christ it has found eloquent 
repetition from the convention platforms, and it has flowed 
without a tremor from the pens of our guileless editors. 
Such a sentiment, of course, is, in principle, the direct 
antithesis of the position taken by the Disciples of Christ 
But so far its use by many leaders of the brotherhood 
has been allowed to pass without challenge, save by The 
Christian Century which, in entering its exception, found 
it difficult to avoid seeming to take an ungracious attitude 
toward our brethren of the Episcopal church. 

But the time has come when plain speaking is more im- 
portant than good manners. 

[hings have happened and are happening which make tt 
necessary for evangelical Christendom to scrutinize pretty 
unceremoniously the Christian union proposals that eman- 
ate from Episcopalian sources, and to examine not wholly 


without guile the terms in which Episcopalian solutions 
of the problem are couched. 
¢ ¢ 


It will be recalled that an invitation went abroad some 
years since to Christians of all bodies to join the Episco- 
palians in a world conference on Christian unity. Their 
initiative in issuing this call and in arranging for the con- 
ference has given a certain pre-eminence to the Episco- 
pal church as an advocate of Christian unity. 

But the farther the Protestant churches go in their 
search for unity under the leadership of these Episcopalian 
brethren the more suspicious of Episcopalian good faith 
do they seem to become. 

This is a hard thing to say about any Christian body. 
But the Episcopal church seems to be doing all it can 
to make itself unpopular in evangelical Protestantism. 

We have only to point to the Kikuyu controversy in Eng- 
land, the flare-up over the Panama Congress, and the 
Stonemen’s movement in Philadelphia to explain and 


The Doctrine of Maximums 





justify the suspicion in which Episcopalianism is now com- 
ing pretty generally to be held. 

Open-eyed Protestantism is settling down to 
that Episcopalians 


1 
ie | iT 


the fairly 
want 
mmplish 


well substantiated conviction 
Christian union because they 
the universal triumph of their pet scheme of Episcopacy or 
The sentiment is widespread that 


thereby to acc 
apostolic succession. 
their motive for urging unity is, in its last analysis, a sec 
tarian and not acatholic motive. It is a pity that this seems 
to be true, but no good is gained by courteously blinding 
our eyes to the truth. 

+ ¢ 


The things that have happened since this plausible doc 
trine of maximums began to be assiduously put into circula 
tion by Episcopalian writers and leaders throw an inter- 
pretative light on what the doctrine itself meant in the 
minds that first conceived it. 

The fine phrase of Bishop Anderson was simply a 
euphemistic way of saying: “We want to ‘contribute’ the 
E.pises ypate to the united Church, and we will agree to ac- 
cept whatever doctrines or practices other denominations 
may wish to ‘contribute’ if all will agree to accept our Epis- 
copate. Incidentally we would add that we will not, of 
course, have any interest in any proposal for unity that 
leaves our Episcopate out.” 

That is what the doctrine of maximums means 

Some of the Disciples who were caught by this doctrine 
have ingenuously argued that it was a good principle be- 
cause by means of it the Disciples and Baptists would be en- 
abled to “contribute” immersion to the united Church! No 
doubt such Disciples would find—indeed they actually have 
found—the Episcopalians naively ready and willing to 
“trade” their Episcopate for our mode of baptism! 

But all such subtle designing is coming to its inevitable 
finish as the uncatholic temper of even the more liberal 
leaders of the Episcopalian body becomes better known. 
And the doctrine of maximums is bound to lose its plaus- 
ibility as churchmen generally come to see that it does not 
mean Christian union at all. It means simply an attempt 
at constructing a larger denomination out of the many now 
existing 

+ ¢ 

The failure of the doctrine of maximums will more and 
more throw the churches back upon the catholic principle 
for which the Disciples plead. It is the principle that de- 
clares that the great things the churches now hold in com- 
mon are a sufficient basis for a united Church. 

This principle would say to the Episcopalian: Your 
Episcopate is not common to the churches of Christ, there- 
fore it can not be essential to the Church of Christ. 

While we would admonish the Disciples’ Council on 
Christian union to move with the utmost discretion in ac- 
cepting invitations from Episcopalian sources on behalf of 
Christian unity, we would also strongly emphasize the 
conviction that this is the nick of time to proclaim our 
own catholic plea with renewed vigor and confidence. 

The divided Church is in a mood to hear the Disciples’ 
message if we utter it with urgency and practice it with con- 


sistency. 
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BY EDWARD SCRIBNER AMES 
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Union 


ly r than the observance of the 
eommunion service or Lord’s supper. The 
Dis nies have never been close com 
munionists From the first they have 
reely invited all who desired to do so 


» participate in this intimate memorial 
tution. Nowhere else have they 


) more vitally faithful to ther 
nal and dominant ideal of union. 

s not beeause they have treated the 

nance lightly or were indifferent to 

s proper observance. It has been in 


e central element in their worship 
They observe it every Sunday. Laymen, 
s well as clergymen, administer it. In 
ndreds of churehes where there are 
Oo pastors, the members assemble to 
celebrate this saered festival. 


SIGNIFICANCE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER. 


And yet, attaching all this importance 
to it, they wéleome to it all persons ol 
whatever belief or tradition. In this 
simple ceremonial, where their zeal and 
devotion and intimate fellowship are so 
deeply expressed, the Disciples have ful- 

led in the most beautiful and fraternal 
spirit their most profound and urgent 


conviction of Christian union. rhe 
logic of such a history and of such an 

rvance of the most spiritual o1 
dinanee « the « ine is to reeeive into 
local ehure fellowship all who regard 
themselves as Christians and are willing 
to co-operate in. thi common life and 


practical activities of the organization. 


Only one thing stands in the way of 


e fullest applheation of this prinetple 
and at is the survival of an older, 
legalistic coneeption — of baptism. In 


their attempt to find a universal basis 
1] 
ti 


nion and fellowship in the teaching 


cripture and in t example of the 
early « reh, the Diseipl adopted 
practice o mmersion, They =a that 
ill elhurehes reeognized immersion as 
baptism while some had doubts about tli 

iditv of sprinkling, and of nfant 
} tis nh ! Unhappily, in 


stead of treating this ordinanee as thev 


did the communion, by leaving its ob 
ervanes to the ndi idual ae rding to 


} is own eonselentious 


eonvictions, they 
d and exclusive practice 


if baptism by immersion 


WH) MMERSION ? 


There was som exeust tor this error 
\ indred vears ago the 


biblical interpretation 


sclence of 
ad only begun to 
he developed | Bible was regarded 
by all Protestants too mu as a law 
wok and a book of spec fie rules and 
regulation All religious bodies were to 
ome extent dominated by that coneep 
tion *All of them, unless it was the 
Quakers, insisted upon baptism by water 
in some form as a condition of member 
ehureh. It was natural that 
the Disciples, seeking a basis of agree- 
ment whereon all could stand, should 
practice immersion. Thev assumed that 
since all Christians regarded baptism as 


f herent importance to require it of 


y 


candidates, they would readily eon 
sent to practice it in the original form 


for the sake of union But in this thev 
were mistaken. The Christian world 
shows no sign ot returning to the univer 


: , oan 
sal practice of immersion. The tendenev 
s to regard baptism as less and less 


‘ 


essential and since it is not felt to be 


of vital importance, people will not con 
cern themselves about its precise form. 
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Besides, the investigations of New 
Testament scholars have made it ex- 
tremely doubtful whether Jesus ever 


commanded baptism, and a growing ap- 
preciation of his mind and spirit makes 
it still more diffieult to believe that he 
intended to fasten upon his followers an 
external form of this kind. He con- 
stantly denounced the officials of religion 
in his time for their formalism and legal- 
ism. He regarded even the observance 
of a day of worship as a convenience and 
a privilege rather than as a fixed require- 
ment. He put emphasis upon right pur- 
poses and good works and declared the 
test of religion to be its fruits. Even the 
Apostle Paul saw that the letter kills 
and that it is the spirit which gives life. 


NATURALLY A FRATERNAL PEOPLE. 


The Disciples are fully aware of this 
larger, deeper meaning of the Christian 
life. It is only in their argumentative 
and self-conscious and formal moments 
that they are dogmatie and legalistic con- 
cerning immersion. As has been shown, 
they are fraternal and gracious to the last 
degree in the communion service. They 
haven’t a doubt that all these good peo- 
ple in other ehurehes are Christians and 
heaven as themselves. They 
union services with other 
churches, exchange pulpits, join various 
interdenominational federations and al- 
lianees and- social reforms. They weleome 
Methodists and Presbyterians and Con- 
gregationalists and all the rest to prac- 
tical religious work, have them teach in 
their Sunday-schools, allow them to con- 
tribute money to their causes, and greet 
and genuine 


as sure of 
enter into 


them socially as sineere 
Christians. 
There is no possible doubt that this 
rrowing fellowship is gradually wearing 
vay their old doctrinal insistence on 
mmersion and preparing the way for a 


rank and whole-souled practice of 
thorough-going Christion union in the 
ocal congregation. As evidence of this 


vy be eited the inereasing silence of the 
cated ministers on the subject of bap 


nd the outspoken advoeacy ot 

oser affilation in local churches by the 
leading religious journals of the 
therhood. But the final step in this 


ractice of union must be made by the 
ehureh., 


‘ION WORKS IN CHICAGO CHURCH. 


It is a source of the greatest satisfac 
our congregation here in Hyde 

Park that we have for twelve vears 
ized so fully this historie and sig 
int ideal of union. We have had 
mirage of our convictions and have 


ide a significant demonstration of the 
eticability of actually uniting in full- 
iceord from a great num 
widely different traditions. We 

e received Methodists, Presbyterians 
Congregationalists, Episcopalians, Bap- 
Lutherans, Unitarians, Catholics, 
from the Duteh Reformed 
and from the Reorganized Chureh 
Latter Day Saints, and a number on 


persons 


ber of 


ind some 


( ire! 


ssion of faith who have not 
mushy been identified with any 
ch, and who preferred to omit bap 
entirely. 

_ this practice has been developed 
lefinite attempt to earry forward 
ke vital in ‘a new day the noble, 

purpose of the Disciples, it may 

propriate to restate its main teat 

nd to summarize its results and im 
itions 


met od emploved has heen 


mbers of the ceonvregvatior 





THE 








any who desire to unite with us either by 
statement or by letter from their former 
church, or by confession of faith where 
they have had no previous church mem- 
bership. They may do this simply by 
giving their names to the pastor. Usually 
they are also publicly received. When 
members of the congregation remove 
from the community they are given the 
letters they brought to us with an addi- 


tional statement of their membership 
here. 
SOME IMPORTANT RESULTS. 
The relation of the members of the 


congregation is organic and vital in every 
way. They hold office, except that of 
elder, and have a voice and vote in the 
conduct of the organization. There is no 
feeling that they are less religious or 
less ‘‘saved’’ than others. They are just 
as loyal, contribute money as generously, 
work as faithfully, are as much ‘‘at 
home’? and have as much _ sense of 
possession and participation as those 
who always have been Disciples. 
Among the important results is the 
uniting of families in religious fellow- 
ship. In many instances the wife 
heen a Diseiple and the husband a mem- 
ber of another chureh, or the husband 
has been a Disciple and the wife’s mem- 
bership elsewhere. In other one 
has been, say, a Presbyterian, the other 


nas 


cases 


a Unitarian, and both have found a cor 
veenial church home here. In more than 
one instance men who have never been 


able to accept the ecclesiastical traditions 
not attracted by the formal, 
institution have readily become 
members of the congregation on 
sion of faith. 

This simple confession of faith is that 
which the Disciples everywhere employ. 
With slightly varying phrases it runs 
thus: Do you believe with all your 
heart in Jesus Christ and in his way of 
life, and do you earnestly desire to fol 


low 


and are 
ehurehly 
eontes 


him? 

There 1s nothing 
Ameriean life than a more 
more wholesome religious atmosphere in 
the home. This is made particularly dif 
the household is divided in its 

A deeper harmony and effi 


needed = in 
vital and a 


more 


1 


eult where 
affiliations. 


ciency exist where all are together in the 
same church. 
TWO VIEWS OF THE CHURCH 
If one asks what difference there is be- 
tween membership in the chureh and 
membership in the congregation, the 
answer is that the amount and impor 


difference depend on whieh 
ot two views ot the ehureh a 
holds If regards the 
ordinances as the only means ot 
grace and the attainment of spirituality, 
membership takes on the 
greatest significance and one 
cannot be too eareful in complying with 
he eonditions of entrance into its fel- 
lowship. If, on the other hand, as is the 
with inereasing numbers, the echureh 
is a natural institution, gathering into 
tself those earnest seek com 
radeship and help in making the most of 
their hfe, desire to 
realize in their and among all 


tanee of the 
person 
ehureh and its 
divine 


one 


then chure 


possible 


ease 


souls who 


and who earnestly 
own hearts 


men the divine kingdom of love which 


Jesus proclaimed, then the ends of re 
ligion are adequately expressed in con 
eregations of those who strive to fulfill 
the Christian ideals as they see and un 
derstand them. 
Memb rship wit a hody Tt like mil ded 
people is, in this view, of the irhest 
tieal importans but if not sacra 
! tal ld ‘ It m 
mulatir ind develop ‘ t 
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but it is not a channel. of mysterious, 
miraculous grace. Sueh organizations 
will have symbols of their fellowship and 
ideals but they will know that they are 
symbols and will not fall into the error 
of believing that such symbols ean be 
made essential or necessary. 


A NEIGHBORHOOD FELLOWSHIP. 


Membership in the congregation enables 
us to eare for these and other differences 
among people who have had very diverse 
religious training and who are brought 
together in their neighborhood life and 
through social and _ spiritual attraction. 
It affords greater flexibility and elasticity 
within the general religious fellowship 
without offending the eonseliences of 
those who cling to a more fixed and 
changeless conception of the ehureh. 

It is interesting to realize what this 
practice is doing for the common religious 
lite of our neighborhood. The Baptist 
Chureh has a plan of ‘‘membership in 
the society’’ which has obviated for them 
the limitations of the more rigid Baptist 
practice. They are thus able also to re- 


ceive into their fellowship persons of 
very widely different religious orders, 
without forfeiting the position of the 
church in the Baptist communion. We 


have therefore in the neighborhood, 
Methodist, Presbyterian, Congregational, 
Unitarian, Baptist and Disciple ehurehes 
which ean freely exchange members and 
have for all practical 
common Christian 
A person coming into this vicinity who is 
by his spirit and desires eligible to any 
one of these churehes, or to the Catholie 
or Episcopal chureh, may if he 
enter the fellowship of any one of the 
others. It is not strange that 

echurehes feel themselves to be of 
great fellowship, and have co-operated 
for several years in the council of Hyde 
Park 


whieh purposes a 


basis of fellowship. 


so W ish, 


these 


one 


churches. 


A REAL UNION, 


This is a significant achievement. The 
spirit and practice ol union between 
these churehes of different denominations 
is not an artificial and merely courteous 
coalition into whieh the separate or 
eanizations have been coerced. It is 
rathér a direct and vital expression of 
the conviction and temper of the loeal 
churches themselves. They do not have 
to get together under one roof, with one 
pastor and one set of officers to know 


at they are united. The illusion that 
matter of assembling under a 
common into 
formal union congregations which had no 


union is a 
roof has sometimes brought 


inner fitness for each other. The union 
of congregations which have grown up 
independently is always diffieult to 


achieve, not so much beeause of doctrinal 


differences as because of the different 
traditions, habits, tastes and sentiments 
they have cherished. The number of 
chureh organizations should be relative 


to the population and the economic re- 
not with a view to making them 
as possible but rather with the 
small as is 
and vitality. 
modern agricul 


sourees, 
as large 
aim to keep them as com 
with strength 
In chureh work, as in 


patible 


ture, there is great need for more in 
tensive cultivation. If the echurehes are 
congenial and fraternal with one an 
other, as in Hyde Park, then it is un 
necessary for them to spend much energy 

formal, institutional union. Each may 
ave the consciousness of working at the 
development of the common religious lift 
if the neighborhood when eultivating tly 
mstituemey ih association and pn 

( eluded on } ‘ 









































EDITORIAL 


NO FAILURE HER 


HETHER Christianity has failed or not is a ques- 
W tion about which it seems quite possible to keep 
up an interminable discussion, in view of the 
evident anti-Christian situation in so-called Christian 
Europe 
Perhaps, therefore, this little effort at a discriminating 
statement will be forgiven. 
Christianity certainly has failed to get itself organized 
into the political life of mankind 


said, that much is certainly true, or nations would not now 


Whatever else is to be 


be resorting to sheer force to attain what they call justice. 


Force is no guarantee of justice 
Whichever belligerent wins the war, it will not settle the 
question as to which one ought to win it 


We are having war because nations have not yet learned 


te seck 


justice through reason and through love 


It seems like a wild dream to imagine that the nations eve 
will learn to seek justice on the only path that leads to 
jt tice 

But the fact that we still dream of it, that we still 
leclare it py ssibilitv and its practicabilitv. shows that 
Chri tv has not failed 

When men cease dreaming of the day whem swords 

he beaten into ploughshare then it may be said 
truly that Christianity has failed, for it will then be dead 
e¢ 
the n elous vitality f religion, the unpre 
lence that it Ids its sway dynam 
f t t the dream 1s 
ever before in m 


AN UNPOPULAR EDITORIAL 


ENRY FORD'S failure f in the long course of 
ears it is shown to be failure—is explained not 


inherently im- 


yu recognizing th 1 fellow-country 
| back hi The re they did not back him 
rily that the licl t feel as he felt about th 
\me publ entiment ered from it 
t ‘ f t the preci yf war. We have 
e war f vrante dur minds are eagerly 
following e progress of campaigns Phe mtest ob 
1 ur n diplomatic { lems engage us. We 
r tender ur feelings f ‘ uths it are led 
e sl hte We do not talk any longer about “can 
n-fodder i! press has put the soft pedal on the 
umanitarian talk wut the homes that are being left 
thout fathers, about the unspé le cost that childhood 
‘ ompelled to pay wut the anguished hearts of 
n in 1 that 

Che hide nhumanity of tl le inconclusive strife 
otten in our excitet over the great game! 
And nore than all. w making money out of 
t t é t of the ! gripped today in an 
u il boon t promises to make this year of 1916 
the most prosperous vear in the history of this nation. 
low could vou expect to take time from our busi- 
to go with Mr. Ford, or even to follow him with our 
pravers, when it was his mission to kill the European goose 

that la ur golden egg? 


But if instead of taking Mr. Ford as a joke the senti- 
ment of the American public had taken his mission serious- 
ly, prayerfully, if instead of Europe knowing that he repre- 
sented no one but himself it had known that he repre- 
sented the substantiai citizenship of the United States, 
Europe would have taken him seriously, too. 

And if instead of going with 100 American citizens in 
one boat, his proposal had been met with a response so 
eager and representative as to fill fifty boats with 10,000 
peace missionaries, Mr. Ford’s idea would have been more 
than the dream of a dreamer. 

That idea will save the world from the curse of war! 

(nd it is the only way the world will be saved from the 
curse of war. 

Peace missionaries—not political diplomats—these are 
humanity's saviors from the thrall of war, just as gospel 
missionaries are the saviors of the world from the thrall 
of sin 

Mr. Ford was all right. 

\nd his idea was from God. 

But Mr. Ford's countrymen were too unimaginative and 
too beastly prosperous to back up his program with their 


moral strength 


ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
UR very sincerely esteemed contemporary, the Con- 
gregationalist, of Boston, has attained’the distinc- 
tion in religious journalism of being one hundred 
years old 
In celebration of the event it appears on January 6, in 
a new dress and a special issue so sumptuous and every 
vay delectable as to elicit from its admiring contemporaries 
an additional emotion sometimes called envy but certainly 
un-Christian sort 
From our modest thirty-one years of life the Congrega- 
very venerable indeed. but its seem 
so almost playful with their cheer and optimism and faith 
that one cannot help suspecting its editors have access to 
Ponce de Leon’s famous fountain which that excellent 
eentleman once thought to find in Florida. 


not of an 


pages 


nalist seems 


f course our congratulations are extended to our neigh- 


bor and to the noble body of Christian folks whose ideals 


Of 


it both reflects and helps to create. 


Y. M. C. A. AND THE WAR 
UDGING from the prodigious service it is rendering in 
J the war camps of Europe, it would seem that the 
Men’s Christian Association had come to the 
The rapid growth 


Young 
kingdom for just such a time as this. 
of this organization during the past fifteen years in num- 
bers and material resources would seem to have been truly 
providential 
In no previous war has Christian work been carried on 
among the soldiers.on anything like the vast scale charac- 
of this war. It is largely due to the activities of 
the Y. M. C. A. 

Dr. John R. Mott, General Secretary of the International 
Committee of the Y. M. C. A., is reported to be carrying 
an enormous personal budget amounting to over a half- 


teristh 


million dollars a year which_amount he undertakes to se- 
cure from generous people of wealth for carrying on re- 
ligious work among the soldiers. 


This is in addition to 
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the vast work done through the regular channels of the or- 
ganization. 

The opportunities are so great and urgent as to be almost 
appalling, save to men of great faith. Dr. Mott has re- 
cently given out as samples of the calls he receives the 
following : 

A report from Young Men's Christian Association workers 
in France that there are openings along the French line 
where 200 association secretaries could be used at once, if 
the men were available for appointment; a call from 
Russia asking for fifteen Americans able to speak German, 
who directly on their arrival in Russia would be sent into 
the internment camps of German prisoners, to make them- 
selves helpful in every way that their own judgment might 
suggest ; and finally, an appeal from Italy asking for enough 
money to supply 1,000,000 copies of Dr. Luzzi’s transla- 
tion of the New Testament to soldiers in the Italian camps 
and trenches. 

Many English, Scotch and French clergymen visit the 
trenches to preach to the men and minister to their moral 
always 


and spiritual needs. Their services are nearly 


rendered under the auspices and direction of the Y. M. 
C. A. . 


The prison camps especially offer a wide field for Y. M. 


C. A. service, and its workers are welcomed on both sides 
of the belligerent lines. There are said to be 5,000,000 
wounded soldiers now in hospitals. The depth and 


quality of Christian service that can be extended them is 
beyond computation. 

It can safely be predicted that as a result of its master 
ful and practical Christian to the millions of 
the Y. M. C. A. will of the 
grip on the heart of no religious 


service 


come out war with 


humanity 


soldiers, 
Europe's 


organization has ever before gained. 


DISCIPLES AND THE PANAMA CONGRESS 
ANY were the plaints heard after the great Edin 
burgh Missionary Conference in 1910 on account 
of the silence and inactivity of the Disciples of 
Christ in the councils of that history-making gathering. 
leaders 


our missionary were present as 


not 


While some of 
delegates, their 
cussions, and in the preparatory work for the conference 
was not appreciably reg- 


voices were once heard in the dis- 


their counsel, if sought at all, 
istered 

The situation seems to be quite the reverse in the case 
of the Congress on Christian Work in Latin America 
which is to be held in the City of Panama, February 10-20. 
Representatives of this typically North American religious 
movement are having a constructive part in the arrange- 
ments for the Congress and will bear their full responsi- 
bility in the deliberations of the gathering itself. 

At the head and center of the whole enterprise is Rev. 
S. G. Inman, for ten years a missionary supported by the 
Christian Woman’s Board of Missions at Piedras Negras, 
Mexico, where he developed a remarkable work on the 
broader social lines, a work which won the admiration and 
Carranza, now the recognized 
Mr. Inman, as executive secre- 


material support of Mr. 
President of the Republic. 
tary has developed the Congress idea with a skill and 
statesmanship which elicits the eulogy of men like John R. 
Mott, Robert E. Speer and Dr. Arthur Judson Brown. 
He has guided the Congress with extraordinary pre- 
vision through the scylla and charybdis of Episcopalian 
tenderness toward the Roman Catholic church on the one 
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hand, and the fanatical anti-Catholic sentiment of a cer- 
tain type of missionary worker on the other. 

Mr. Inman is not only carving out a place of even 
greater future usefulness for himself, but reflecting credit 
upon the Woman’s Board and the entire fellowship of the 
Disciples. 

+ ¢ 

RESIDENT Charles T. Paul, College of Missions, 
P Indianapolis, was given the constructive work to do 
for the most important Commission of the eight into 
which the whole problem is divided. His first draft of the 
introduction to the report of the Commission on Method 
and Message was pronounced by his collaborators as so 
scholarly, masterful and spiritual in its character that it 
was accepted by the Commission with but the slightest 

change. 

Mrs. Ida Withers Harrison, vice president of the C. W. 
B. M., has been devoting most of her time for months in 
research and constructive work for another of the Com- 
missions, and has enriched her Commission’s report with 
invaluabie contributions. 

The editor of The Christian Century has been requested 
to act as editorial representative of the Congress, interpret- 
ing its deliberations to the secular and religious press of 
North America, and to accompany the deputation of six- 
teen from Panama to the series of Regional Conferences 
to be held in six capital cities of South America, interpret- 
ing these also to the press and compiling the deliberations 
of the Regional Conferences into a volume to constitute 
volume four of the “‘Proceedings” of the Panama Congress. 

It is believed that as a direct result of this intimate part 
taken by these representatives of the Disciples’ fellow ship 
our churches will take a deep interest in the Congress 
and will open their eyes and hearts to the great opportunity 
for Christian work in the republics of the South. 


LET THE PEOPLE SING 


NE OF the deplorable lacks in the church worship 
O of modern congregations is that of congregational 
singing. In many city churches the choir has mo- 
nopolized the function of song and the people have a chance 
to sing only one or two hymns in the service. These they 
sing indifferently because they cannot get into the spirit of 
congregational singing in a service organized as such serv- 
ices are. 

We believe the value of the typical quartette choir is 
greatly exaggerated in the minds of ministers and church 
officers. Its contribution to the worship is exceedingly 
dubious and a pretty strong case can be made against its 
attraction as entertainment. 

The choir, as a leader of the congregation, is a desirable 
and useful device, but it robs God of the praise due him 
when it takes the hymns out of the mouths of the people. 

{nd it robs the people of one of the most natural joys 
and inspirations of divine worship. 

Our present generation is growing up with a pagan ig- 
norance of the great hymns of the Christian faith. But 
how can they be expected to learn them when only two 
hymns are sung at a service? 

“It is futile to exhort pastors on the point of educating 
their congregations to know and enjoy the treasures of the 
hvmn-book, becatise to nine-tenths of the pastors them- 
selves the hymnal is an unexplored continent. 

The people will learn to sing if the ministers learn to 
make a proper place for congregational praise, and then 
fill that place with noble hymns. 
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THE DISCIPLES’ JOURNALISM. But all this can be corrected. Already 


there are signs of improvement. The 
ln t eartily congratulate the Century ean help on the reformation, but 
r uy editorial in The Century it e«annot do this by manifesting a selt 
December 23, on ‘*The Diseipl 3” conscious superiority, or by becoming an 
rr Its eneral content IS **aeenser of the brethren.”” If each one 
orthyv of Live est commendation, of our papers and ‘*publis ing houses, 
nd yet, to use ripture language, ad witliout exeception,’* as charged in the 
iewhat against thee.’’ The jetter from whie I have quoted, shall 
vyhole truth was not told. jut, now continue to vindicate its own course, to 
that the ibject is open for discussion, save its face, then not much ean be done 
I think ne better servies could — be for a better day. 
ndered than to go to the bottom of This crimination and reerimination 
whole matter. must be stopped. We do not need to 
As an illustration of the prevailing pass around the ery, ‘*Lord, is it 1?”’ 
in its wide-spreading influence upon We are all—editors and people more o1 
r wreat eause. | believe I am justified less involved in this shame; and the sooner 
ting the following paragraph from this faet is recognized and a might spirit 
etter reeently received from one of shown, the sooner our disgrace will be 
aclal publishing houses of this removed. 
ntry " It i true that we ave } ib There is no place for the ‘cTe quoque ”’ 
onsiderable number of volumes 1 our present troubles Let the dead 
the ¢ rs ) pas burv the dead If is easy to Say, 
Diseiples, although we are quite at ‘*You are to blame.’’ But who will be 
erstand the evident divisions first to say, ‘‘I am to blame?’’ And vet 
eneral body For some reason this treatment of the ‘Ego’ is abso 
re ppears to be a great lack of telvy necessary, if anvthing worth while 
lifferent ections \n all be aeeomplished 
It Is | btles it 1 if Prot tiv 
my anot ; at nevelist ** and the ¢ ristian Board of 
Publication have made some mistakes. I 
t t . decline to take any think they have, but it is not going to 
We « elp matters for ‘‘those who live in glass 
tien these condition mses to be throwing stones.”’ 
‘ ri ta \ 


assum of distinet support 


I am writing this on the first day of 
the New Year. It is just a little past 
8 o'clock in the morning. The ther- 
mometer registers 60 degrees, and will go 
above 75 degrees before night. I am 
sitting on the front porch, and am as 
comfortable as if it were summer time. 
Outside all nature is smiling. I am think- 
ing of Bishop Heber’s lines: 

every prospect pleases, 

And only man is vile.” 

But soon I find myself saying, this 
cannot be true of Christian men, and I 
find myself almost rising from my seat to 
emphasize the affirmation—it must not be 
true of my brethren. 

W. T. Moore, 

Eustis, Fla. 


IN APPRECIATION. 
Epiror Tue Curistian Century: 

I am enclosing you herewith my check 
for my 1916 subseription to The Christian 
Century, and in doing so permit me to 
express to you my personal appreciation 
of the paper. I enjoy every issue ot 
it. I like—as everyone else who loves 
his Lord must like—your fine big world 
view of the Master’s ehureh, and the 
work he has given us to do. I like—as 
all who love their brotherman must like 
vour fine interpretation of the manhood 
and the brotherhood of Jesus. It is 
rich—always helpful. 

I want to thank you especially for your 
word in the eurrent issue—I think it is 
the issue of this past week—in which you 
write of the selection of Doetor Kershner 
as editor of the Christian Evangelist. I 
heartily endorse every word you say. 

Cedar Rapids, Ia. Water M. Wuire. 
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AMES 


ng for friendship and for intimate com- 
radeship in the pursuit of lofty ideals 
Jesus himself passed lightly over many of 
the oflicial elements of the religion of his 


people He made the Sabbath. the 
temple, the priesthood, the altar and rit- 
ual of his aneestral faith subservient and 


econdary to the direct, natural relation 


ips of human souls to each other and to 
God This is not an easy plan of com 
promise. It requires the highest kind of 
lovalty and courage 


‘*ROUND TO DO THE BEST WE CAN.’”’ 


We eannot be consistent followers of 
his spirit and example today unless we, 
too, possess that same supreme purpose 
to put human nature above the law and 
the Sabbath, to venture some social in 
novations as he did in the interest of the 
kingdom of love. We need not wait for 
perfect plans or utopian sehemes. We are 
bound to do the best we can to meet the 
needs whieh now confront us. In order 
to be loyal to the spirit of seripture, we 
may have to ignore its letter. In fulfilling 
the dreams of our fathers we may have 

thandon some doctrines and practices 
whi were dear to them. But we Prot 
estants, and especially we Disciples, ean 
not be loyal to our traditions, unless we, 
too, like those before us, have the will 
to follow the truth as we see it, even 

en it leads us into new and untmed 
paths. Of this we may ever be assured, 
that our efforts and our experiments ean- 
not wholly fail if they are sincerely and 
ntel ently devoted to the Christ like 
task of bringing into our human world in 
larger measure the divine kingdom of 
and hope and love. 
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Boy Scout Organization 
Splits. 

The Boy Seouts are not specifically a 
religious organization, but they operate 
in connection with a great many Sunday- 
schools. The Christian publie will be in- 
terested therefore in a reported split in 
the organization. The chief Scout, Ernest 
Thompson Seton, has resigned and formed 
the Wooderaft League. He charges 
that the Seout organization was em- 
phasizing military features to the neglect 
borrowed from wood- 

Otlicerg of the Scout movement 
that he timed his resignation to 
feet seriously a campaign for funds the 
ganization was to launeh Mr. 
well known through his con- 
ersy with Mr. Roosevelt over ‘‘na- 
faking.’’ 


Birthday of Phillips Brooks 
Remembered. 
[he great preacher and bishop, Phillips 
rooks, is still remembered in Boston, and 
December 13 there was a service in 
mor of the anniversary of his birth at 
e Cathedral church of St. Paul. The 
ean was in charge of the service, which 
as at noon, and among the hymns used 
as ‘*O God, Our Help in Ages Past,’’ 
ich was sung by the multitude gathered 
n Copley Square, outside Trinity church, 
the funeral of the great bishop. The 
reacher of the commemorative sermon 
December 13 was the Rev. W. Dewees 
foberts, rector of St. John’s chureh, 
ist Boston. He gave a bnef review of 
ishop Brooks’ life and told many 
cdotes illustrative of his great love for 
nkind. a 


oft those teatures 
ceralt. 


‘ ' 
eel 


soon. 


Seton 18 


The Cost of 
the War. 
hve 
an hte is 


the great world war in 
brought vividly to the 
Christian public by the 
sorrow of some of 
ehureh leaders. Prin- 
Whyte ol Edinbureh, 
Smith and Prof. 
each recently lost 
These and 
will be felt by 


cost ol 


tion ol the 
incement of the 
vreat British 
Alexander 
neipal George Adam 
ies Stalker 
min tne war. 
ny more like 
ilization tor ecentunmes. 


have 
losses 


them 


Dr. MacArthur in 
New Haven. 
Dr. R. S. MaeArthur is a foremost 
Baptist and bas the position of president 
the Baptist « World Alliance. He 
es not hold a regular pastorate at this 
but for the past two months 
supplying the pulpit of Calvary 
Baptist church in New Haven. A unique 
ive closed his ministry there. All the 
Scottish societies of the city attended 
e worship, dressed in Highland costume 
many cases, and a company of pipers 
them to the church. 


has 


Theological Tension Among 
Episcopalians. 
| tension those of the 
Protestant Episcopal fellowship is largely 
e1 doctrine of the church. The 
muneed pro-Catholie views of Dr. 
Manning Trinity New York, 
ive he recently There are 
quite as pro- 

ve, for example, the 

st. 


among 
Lhe 


ehureli, 
noted. 
‘r side 


Reiland ot 
York, in which 
has stood 


Karl 
in New 
‘s Chure 


5 George 


for a hundred years for evangelical 
Protestant Christianity, and it has a 
peculiar right to protest against this 
ominous and Romanizing tendency in the 
chureh. The laity should be warned 
that there is a Catholie party, and that 
it is striving to devitalize the true 
Protestant character of the Episcopal 
Church. We should use every means 
in our power to organize and prevent 
any further  misrepresentation. We 
should insist that if our Catholic friends 
cannot stand our Protestant atmosphere 
they should move; we should make use 
of every opportunity to unite with other 
Protestant communions in the interests 
of spiritual common sense, efficiency and 
economy at home and in the mission 
fields.’’ 


Insurgent Priest to 
Be Suspended. 

The ease of Rev. George Chalmers 
Richmond of Pittsburgh has been widely 
noted. There was local dissension in 
the church which was followed by an 
effort of the bishop to remove the priest 
from his parish. It is not possible for 
an Episcopalian bishop to remove 
a priest except for hence 
the matter has come to _— trial. 
The trial board has reeommended 
the suspension of the Rev. Mr. Richmond 
for year. This sentence is yet 
subject to an appeal to a higher ec- 
clesiastical court. The priest was charged 
with insubordination to his bishop. 


reason, 


one 


Baptist Hymn 
Writer Dies. 

The author of ‘‘Safe in the Arms of 
died recently. He was Dr. 
William Howard Doane, and he passed 
away at the home of his daughter in 
South Orange, N. J. The Sunday follow- 
ing his death, it was the plan to have 
every Baptist church in the country 
sing the hymn that made him famous. 
He left substantial bequests to certain 
japtist missionary societies at his death. 


Jesus’’ 


Opposed to 
Preparedness. 

No subject divide chureh 
gatherings these days more surely than 
a discussion ofthe ‘‘ preparedness’’ propa- 
ganda going on throughout the country. 
One religious gathering seems to have 
been held, however, in which there was 
unanimity on this subject. The Chureh 
Peace Union held an_ all-day annual 
meeting in Bishop Greer’s residence on 
Tuesday, December 14. This society was 
founded in February, 1914, by Andrew 
Carnegie. The Bishop of New York is 
president, and all the other officers were 
reelected. Dr. Frederick Lynch, the 
secretary, announced in the daily press 
of December 17, that the union was un- 
qualifiedly opposed to the present-day 
demand for increased armaments for the 
United States, and that the trustees had 
that 
people to withstand such a demand. 


seems to 


decided an appeal be made to the 


Prepare For World Conference on Unity 


The 
for a 
Order is in session at Garden City, N. Y. 
The commission is presided over by Bish- 


commission that is making ready 
World Conference on Faith and 


op Anderson, of Chicago. More than fifty 
leading men from twenty different 
nominations are in attendance. In 
opening address, Bishop Anderson said: 
‘*We look out upon the ehureh today and 
instead of an interior indestructible and 
united we find it externally rent and torn 
asunder, largely disintegrated and _in- 
molding the national con- 
Isolation, separation and dis- 
integration are dispelling the power of 
the chureh of Jesus Christ. A bewildered 
world and a divided church are crying, 
‘How long, oh, Lord how long, until 
peace be established between nations and 
a unity made among the chureles!”’ 
In the faee of the religious conditions 
today is there any Christian who will care 
or dare to stand aloof from a movement 
so thoroughly filled with mutual trust and 
and so eharged with loyalty 
irist and his chureh?’’ 
Perhaps the most surprising feature of 
the meetings was a _ report from the 
Vatican that the World Conference will 
he looked upon in a friendly spirit by the 
Pope that will be said for 
its 


de- 


his 


eapable of 


serence, 


conscience 
to Jesus Cc 


a nd 
success. 


Secretary 


pravers 


Gardiner reported a 
respondence with Cardinal Gasparri in 
which the latter spoke of the attitude of 
the Pope in these terms: 

‘IT need not here deseribe the affection 
which I the august pontiff 
kindled for you. For vou well know that 
the Roman _ pontiffs, their 
eares and have always been 
specially directed to the end that the 
and chureh Jesus 


cor 


with saw 
plans of the 
their labors, 
whieh 


sole 


unique 


sanctified with his 
divine blood most zealously 
guarded and maintained, whole, pure 
and ever abounding in love, and that it 
should both let its light shine and open 
all who rejoice in the name 
who gain holiness 
and happiness in 


and 
should be 


Christ ordained 


its door for 
of man and 
upon earth 
Heaven. 

‘*The 


pleased 


desire to 
eternal 
pontiff therefore was 
project of examin- 
ing in a sincere spirit and without preju- 
the essential form of the ehureh, 
inner essence of the chureh,’ and 
he earnestly hopes that under the spell 
of its native beauty you may settle all 
disputes and work with prosperous issue 
to the end that the mystical body of 
Christ be no longer suffered to be rent 
and torn, but that by harmony and co- 
operation of men’s minds, and likewise 
by coneord of their wills, unity of faith 
and communion may at last prevail 
throughout the world of men.”’ 

It was reported that two of the lead- 
ing magazines of the Russian Church 
have published articles by eminent theolo- 
urging the co-operation of the 
Russian Church. Similar articles had 
published before the war by 
Protestant reviews in Germany, Finland, 
Hungary, Norway and Sweden. The 
editors of Greek, Old Catholie and 
Waldensian magazines have requested ar- 
been sent, explaining 
id of t 
Tomista (Dominiean) of 
published a letter from the 
about the movement and has 
at some length the publications 
nded the 
adhering to 


august 
with your 


hie 


‘or the 


gians 


been 


ticles, which have 


the purpose and met e Conference, 
and La 
Spain 

Seeretary 
reviewed 


(Ciencia 


pone e@omme 


purpose of the Con 


ference, though the Roman 


Catholic position. 
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Lesson for January 30. 
THE LAME MAN LEAPING 


bones. These are technical words Luke uses 
and refer to distinct parts of the foot. 


CENTURY 


January 13, 1916 


10. They took knowledge of him. They 
recognized him as the one who for many 


years had been asking alms of them.— 
Wonder and amazement. Two words; the 


one refers to the domain of feeling while 
the other that of intellect. 

ll. He held Peter and John. The impulse 
of excited gratitude; he did net want to be 
separated from his benefactors.—All the peo- 
ple. The worshipers.—Porch that is called 
Solomon’s.—It ran along the eastern wall of 
the temple. It was erected on the ground 
which Solomon had filled in and from this 
it probably received its name. 

12. It. The wonderment of the people 
who gathered about him.—Answered. He be- 
gan to speak to the astonished people who 
wished for an explanation—As though by 
our own power. Peter disclaimed any power 
apart from God in the healing of the man. 


The Priceless Gifts 


The Lesson in Today’s Life. 


8. Leaping up. Strictly, leaping forth. It 
Golden Text: Peter said, Silver and gold is also a medical term. -Began walking. 
have I none: but what I have. that give I Testing his newly acquired power. -Praising 
thee. In the name of Jesus Christ of Naza God. He recognized God, and not Peter as 
reth, walk. Acts 3:6 the source of the cure. He may have been 
Tt . . 2 truly devout. 
“ ns gots . pg sar aes 9. All the people saw him. The man was 
worm a common sight and hence known by many. 
|) Now Peter and John were going up He would attract much attention in the 
into the temple at the hour of prayer, be temple 
ing the ninth hour (2) And a certain man 
that was lame from his mothers womb 
as carried, whom they laid daily at the 
loor of the temple which is called Beautiful, 
to ask alms of them that entered into the 
temple ; who’ seeing Peter and John 
about to go into the temple, asked to re _ = 
ceive an alms i And Peter, fastening his 
es upon him, with John, said, Look on us. The apostles were poor men, and yet 
\nd he gave heed unto them, expecting they made many rich. Peter gave the 
ee said agp ce gen ! ron lame man two things, each of which was 
hen & heme See give I thee. In the name W@rth more than silver and gold. He 
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk And save fim the power to earn his own liv- 
he ok him by the right hand, and raised ing, and brought him to the living Savior 
him ind immediately his feet and his Who is able to heal both body and spirit. 
an mes received strength. (8) And leap He placed within his reach a fruit tree 
he stood, and began to wal ind he and not simply a_ basket of fruit. He 
ent 1 with t into the templk ilking helped the lame man to help himself. 
ur eaping, and praising God ’ And all 
the le saw him walking and praising Wayside Opportunities. 
( ' and they took knowledg him, The opportunity for service came to 
. , hat sat for Aims at the Peter and John by the wayside, while 
“s <a the temple; and t vere they were on the way to another duty. 
if ! t ‘ m t that » 
; te flen Some of our best privileges and most 
\ Pot : . iseful hours come to us in this way, as 
, i e straw in which the = artist Thor- 
~ athy dsen’s statues vere prane ked brought 
Lo ‘ rom Ron the seeds of new flowers 
} ! ve » ador ‘ ardens of Copenhagen. 
Mo ind David ere illed from keep 
' \ sheep to maki it We are to 
ever on the kou lor inexpected 
walk tunitie ervies 
VERSE BY VERSE “TT oo i eo 5 mae oe 
oe ry} ( ild rive. We 
Peter and John ' t hat we really 
’ t SCs If a mar is money eran give 
. \ r: The ninth hi ey | ‘ as trut e cam pass it 
, — % , It ‘ ive strengt ve ean use it 
r others. The man who attempts to lift 
t s above his own level has under- 
4 certain in \ ( mpossible, It is therefore 
| pedagogy that the most important 
\ Wa irried ! ‘ i and preaching is the 
behind ther \ cold elass cannot 
Whom they laid url tine ndifferent member to active 
aily at the r into the temple ervies 
Hi ir The Best Gifts in Common Life. 
t ty The door f the Phi priceless tts are found in the 
temple which is called beautiful vet " xperience lite Turgenieff 
Ask alr \ : “e ' isked or t by a beggar He 
earched his pockets, then said to the 
Peter and John. (it t bie - I am sorrv. mv brother, I have 
thir t * But joy eame into 
a hbeggar’s face. *“That is enough.’’ he 
a ud, ‘* You n me more than 
; esl os noney, for you have called me brother. 
The aift vhose alue ean not be esti- 
ated in dollars and cents are the ones 
vorld eould t get along without. 
H wwe h i ‘*Lineol i nothing but plenty of 
P iends,’’ they said when he was nom 
nated for the presidency. Smiles, sym 
Silver and gold have I none ind pathy, encouragement and love are the 
In the name of Jesus of Naza lly great S fe 
reth t ‘ t less 
hris Ma { 14 ar co ge el! es ; pen be 
Walk The least Discipl ed net sa 
het ire no alms to give away 
He took. 17 or near th If e in the heart. 
ence ans 
" m gras Immediately Judas stood among the priceless 
th Luke, used many things that day in Simon’s house, and 
{ spel.-His feet and his ankle- e plea for them was hushed in his soul. 


By Asa McDANIEL. 


Only a shallow and _ unspiritual judg- 
ment will think less of him for knowing 
the selling-price of alabaster and nard. 
His sin lay in that he had lost the power 
to see in these things the higher values. 
‘‘He had eyes to see but saw not.’’ He 
had heard Jesus say that Solomon in his 
state robes was not so well dressed as a 
wild flower, and that the widow’s half- 
farthing was worth more than the jewels 
of the rich, and that a cup of cold water 
was worthy of a heavenly reward, yet 
he had not learned that there were 
things too beautiful to be sold. All the 
best things are given away. No man was 
ever rich enough to buy a poem. If it is 
his he must have it as the priceless gift 
of God to the soul. Neither can you buy 
happiness, a home, or a good conscience. 


The Medical Missionary. 


The healing of the lame man is being 
performed by the medical missionary of 
today. It is true that the missionary 
does not heal instantaneously, but the 
slow process of the seientifie method has 


supplanted the swiftness of such a cure 


as our lesson narrates. The medical mis- 
sionary performs many gradual cures that 
seem no less than miracles to the people. 
Some missionary in Persia has said, 
‘*Medicine has been the magie key which 
has opened every door of fanaticism, big- 
otry and opposition.’’ ‘*‘They have seen 


the blind led inte our hospitals and go 


out seeing. They have seen the lame 
earried in and go out walking.’’ These 
modern miracles have led the people to 
have eonfidence in the missionaries who 
unselfishly risk their life for men and 
women in all lands. What is done in 
the fields far from home is being done 
over and over again in the home land. 


We mav not be able to do the work. but 
we may HELP do it. 


‘*Social Service.’ 


The chureh of our day and many of 
the larger and better Bible-schools are 
engaging in ‘‘social service.’’ There is 


no doubt in the minds of men and women 
who have made a study of the matter 
that in the past this form of our duty to 
the ‘‘other fellow’’ has been neglected. 
But at the same time we must not forget 
that Jesus has been ealling for laborers 
in that field of service since he led the 
way while on earth. Through the spirit 
he has been the inspiration of this kind 
of work in all ages since that time. It 


is Jesus Christ who has fired men’s 
hearts with the emotions of sympathy, 


pity and love, which have sent them forth 
to all forms of social service. The story 


of every refuge, asylum, home, and help- 
ful institution would find a place in the 
complete biography of our Lord. 
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A New Honor for 
W. E. M. Hackleman. 

For many years W. E. M. Hackleman has 
been known among the churches as an able 
leader of song. His face is familiar to 
convention goers over the country. Nearly 
three hundred conventions have enjoyed his 
leadership. He has made four trans- 
continental tours with groups of leaders 
in the interest of church work. For several 
years also Mr. Hackleman has been con- 
nected with the management of Bethany 
Assembly, which for over thirty years has 
served as a Mecca of Indiana Disciples and 
of Disciples from many other states. At 
the recent thirty-third meeting of the 
Board of Directors of the Assembly, Mr. 
Hackleman was unanimously elected to the 
presidency. This honor follows eight years 
of efficient service by Mr. Hackleman as 
secretary of the Assembly. Preparations 
are now being made for “1916, Bethany’s 
Greatest Year.” The Schools of Methods 
and Efficiency will be conducted by experts, 
and many new features will be added. An 
interesting feature of the 1916 meeting will 
e the “Home-coming.” 


I. J. Spencer Closes Twenty-First Year 
at Central Church, Lexington. 

Deserved tribute for a service extending 
through twenty-one years as pastor of Cen- 
tral church, Lexington, Ky., was paid on 
Jan. 2 to I. J. Spencer by members of his 
congregation. Resolutions complimenting 
Mr. Spencer for his service, not only to the 
local congregation, but to the Disciples of 
Christ as a whole, were passed by 
, unanimous vote. The resolutions com- 
mending Mr. Spencer upon his long ame 
successful service were introduced by Prof. 
W. C. Bower, and were highly complimentary 
to the ability and achivements of the Lex 
ington pastor. During the present ministry 

is historie church has grown to be one of 


the outstanding churches among the Dis 
iples. Its membership has increased since 


895, when the present minister began, from 
. little over 800 to more than 1,700. The 
nds gathered and _ disbursed for local, 
nevolent and missionary purposes have in- 
ased three-fold. Within the past yea! 
the spacious auditorium has been remodeled 
1 rededicated and there has been com 
leted and dedicated, with provision for all 
lebtedness, a splendid modern educational 
\ilding, making the present material 
tipment one of the most commodious, 
ern and beautiful in the brotherhood. 

In addition to the demands made upon his 
and strength by the pastorate of a 

e city church, Mr. Spencer found time 

s Iper ntend the Sunday-school for 
venteen years, besides teaching for a time 
large classes. Throughout his ministry 

he has placed much emphasis upon the 
ational function of the church and many 

his early ideas anticipated modern 
tendencies in religious education. Evan 
gelistic activity also has characterized the 
eadership of Central church through these 
vears, More than 2,000 persons have been 
ided to the church as a result of his 
labors, and during his entire ministry of 
rtv vears between 7.000 and 8.000 mem 
bers have been added to the churches which 
he has served. Few Sundays pass in Cen 
tral church without additions to its mem- 
ership. Mr. Spencer has always taken a 
leep interest in the affairs of the com- 
munity, and has had an active part in the 
novements looking toward civic betterment 
For many years he has been an outstand- 
ing figure in the co-operative work of the 
Disciples of Christ, serving as a member of 
the executive committee of the Foreign 
Missionary Society, a Curator of Transyl- 
vania College, a director of the Christian 
joard of Publication, a trustee of the 
Board of Ministerial Relief, and a member 
of the Commission on Christtian Unity. 


His voice has been frequently heard in our 
national conventions and his pen has made 
substantial contributions to the periodical 
literature of the Restoration Movemeht. 
All these significant facts were emphasized 
in the resolutions offered by Professor 
Bower. Especially to be noted is the fact 
that Mrs. Spencer receives a large share 
of praise for her abundant service in 
Lexington and in wider fields. 


George H. Combs 23 Years in 
Kansas City Pulpit. 

George H. Combs, pastor at Independence 
Blvd., church, KanSgas City, Mo., has re- 
cently closed a period of twenty-three years 
of service in that field. The Kansas City 
Journal takes occasion to say some good 
things concerning Mr. Combs at this time 
of celebration: “Occasions often arise,” 


Rev. George H. Combs, who has had a re- 
markable career as a leader in Kansas 
City Discipledom. 


writes the Journal editor, “which make 
especially opportune the paying to a man 
while he is still alive a tribute of the kind 


too often withheld until he has passed 
away Rev. Dr. George H. Combs is one of 
the ‘livest’ ministers of the gospel in this 
community, and therefore this small testi 
mony to his worth as clergyman, as a man 


and as a citizen partakes of the character 
of an ‘obituary’ only In so tar as it is 
called forth by the celebration of twenty- 
three years ot effective work in a variety 
ot ipacities in this community. This 
tribute voices the sentiments not only of 
the congregation of the Independe nee Blvd 
Christian church, but of his ministerial 
brethren of all denominations, and of the 
people of Kansas City as a whole. It is 
particularly fitting that the completion of 
this long term of service, which is not quite 
so dramatic as the psychological ‘silver 
jubilee’ but is still far out of the ordinary, 
should be observed, as it will be next Sun- 
day morning and next Tuesday evening, by 
the church to which Dr. Combs and his gifted 
wife have given these long years of devo 
tion. Dr. Combs is more than a profound 
and scholarly thinker. He is a man of 
positive force in the community and has al- 
ways been identified with forward move- 
ments of the city. If felicitations may be 


extended to him, they may be extended in 
even larger measure to the congregation and 
to the community in whose effective service 
he has grown gray.” 
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Terre Haute Pastor Will Organize 
Bible-schools in Community. 

J. Boyd Jones, pastor at Central church, 
Terre Haute, Ind., is planning to extend the 
influence of this great church in the spring 
by organizing Bible-schools throughout the 
county. These will be cared for by young 
men whom Mr. Jones is, training in’ Chris- 
tian work at Central. ome of these are 
students in the State Normal, others are 
young men brought by Mr. Jones from the 
church at Anderson, Ind., where the train 
ing of Christian workers was carried on with 
remarkable success in the great church 
there. It is hoped through these Bible- 
schools organized in rural districts to es- 
tablish after a while substantial churches, 
ministered to by the young men who are 
giving their time and talents to the early 
organizations. 


Leavening Unchurched 
Oklahoma. 

It is said that eighty-two per cent of the 
population of the state of Oklahoma is un- 
churehed. That there is here a rich field 
for the development of Disciple churches is 
noted with enthusiasm by the state secre- 
tary, E. V. Spicer, and his reports of 
numerous evangelistic meetings usually tell 
of large results in conversions. W. A. Mer- 
rill sees a fine opportunity to Christianize 
this great state from the state schools as 
centers, and is giving his best effort to his 
work at Edmond, which is a Normal 
school town. During the past year 95 
persons were added to the congregation at 
Edmond through Mr. Merrill’s work, most 
of them coming at regular services. Under 
great handicaps, financially and as to 
buildings, the work at Edmond is going 
forward fruitfully under Mr. Merrill’s 
ministry 


National Secretaries Honored by 
Cincinnati Church. 

President F. W. Burnham, of the Amer 
can Society, and Secretary A. E. Cory, of 
the Men and Millions Movement. were 
elected elders of Central Christian church, 
Cincinnati, at its annual meeting held on 
Jan. 5. During the past year there has 
been a net gain of 96 in the membership 
of this church, and $8,000 has been raised 
for all purposes C L. 
upon his fifth year as pastor at Central 


Waite is entering 


Ohio Gains in 
Disciple Ministers. 

It is not everywhere known that Ohio 
Discipledom has as an integral part of its 
work an Advisory Committee on Pulpit 
Supply. I. J. Cahill, State Secretary, calls 
attention to the fact that through this 
helpful service she number of Disciple 
pastors in Ohio has been increased in the 
last five years from 262 to 338. Mr Cahill 
writes that if all states should give atten 
tion to supplying pulpits for worthy 
preachers, young men of talent would not 
hesitate to embark upon the ofttimes un 
certain sea of the ministry. The efficiency of 
the Ohio state work is seen also in the fact 
reported by Mr. Cahill that 95 churches of 
the state are taking the Every Member 
Canvass for missions and local expenses this 
year. 


Memphis Pastor Inaugurates Employ- 
ment Bureau. 

A. R. Adams, pastor of the Decatur street 
church, Memphis, Tenn., has inaugurated a 
new plan which seems to be proving popular 
Mr. Adams believes that it is the duty of 
the church to minister to the bodies as well 
as to the souls of men. by aiding them in 
securing employment and advising them in 
difficult matters He believes that the 
church should work seven days in the week, 


instead of one in seven. In carrying out 
this idea he has established an “Information 
Bureau,” and spends fifteen minutes every 


Sunday evening answering questions and giv 
ing advice. 


Wabash Ave., Kansas City, Mo., Re- 
joices Over 1915 Achievements. 

L. J. Marshall received 78 into the 
Wabash Ave. church, Kansas City, Mo., dur- 
ing 1915. This congregation enters the new 
year with all current bills paid, all mission- 
ary offerings taken, and a sum paid on its 
building debt. 
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Beaver Falls, Pa., Builds Larger 
for Bible School 
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Columbu Ind., Church as 


Good Samaritan 
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membership The Senior Society has an 
enrollment of 112, the Intermediate 108 and 
the Junior 64. Over two hundred persons 
vere added to the church membership dur 
ny Wl 


Pleasantville, Ia., Pastor 


as Missionary. 


The missionary spirit strongly pervades 
the ork Walter B. Zimmerman, pastor 
il Pleasantville la.. Beach is a new com 
munity a few miles out from the town, and 
M Zimmerman has gom in With the 
(jospel message, with the result that from 

s | t ven of service over hitty persons 
were adde » th Disciples’ organization 
\ new home will e ledicated by the 
Dew ny ition soon 
Champaign, Ill, Church Will Not 
Lose Pastor. 

S. E. Fisher, pastor of University Place 

irch, Champaign, Il stated at the close 

the morning service,.on December 26, that 
} md concluded to accede to the wishes of 
the jurch that he continue indefinitely in 

‘ elation of pastor rhree weeks ago the 
ongregation hel 1 meeting to act upon his 
equest ’ ‘ ise that he might accept a 
ill to the pulpit of the Central church, of 
Des Moine La \t that time many peti 
tions various sections of the church's 
tivities, es ally from the voung peo 
rile vere received, and it was voted unani 

is! not t elease him if it eould De 

| \l bishe said he thought Christ 

' was an opportune time to have all 
W. F. Turner Sees 

npans With two news 
yy ‘ rt 2 at two policemer | visited 

t | mn. a t saloons this city to 
ee ft tie eath throes For after 

erce ittles in this county with the 
ensed pune trall in ea ot which we 
ere uate i ona \ " grit we vere 





Rev. W. F. Turner. 
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questions of uncertainty as to future rela 
tions cleared away. 

Peoria, Ill, Pastor Criticises 

New Year Revels. 

Characterizing the wide open celebration 
of the New Year in Peoria as a species of 
idolatry, Homer E. Sala of Central church, 
delivered a stinging remonstrance at the 
debauchery and drunkenness in his sermon 
on “Modern Idolatry.” “In spite of the 
fact,” said Dr. Sala, “that the Bible says 


we shall have no other gods, people today 


have too many of them—gods of wealth, 
stvle, fame, mind, ease, pleasure, sensation, 
chance, passion and booze. These gods can 
¢ summed up under the word ‘self, while 
our God, the true God, is ‘others. Peoria 


worshiped at the shrine of passion on New 
Year’s eve. Revelry, debauchery, licentious- 
ness and drunkenness was the indecent way 


thousand in this city started the new year. 
It is a great honor to have all the load of 
hooze one can carry and be a church mem 
ber, too Yes and some of them were 
drunk. Some pride themselves as being in- 
telligent and then make a beer barrel of 
themselves or drown themselves in a wine 
vat. It must be a great honor to a city to 
vaunt itself in such drunken debauchery at 
the close of a vear that has been drenched 
in blood. Daniel and the good people of 


Babylon were not compelled to witness any 


debauchery than went on in our city 


worse 
New Year's eve. The time has come when the 
church of God and decent Peoria must raise 


its voice against this iniquity 


His State “Go Dry” 


clear out.” and out they swarmed singing, 
velling and cheering \ big barkeeper came 


largest saloons, waved 
went inside and 
in the door I hope tor ever. 
there amidst the din, think 
of thousands of 
states, a 
the very 


the 


‘boy ig 


out of one oft 
goodbye to the 
turned the key 
And as I 
ing of the 

that 


prophecy of a 


stood 
doors saloons 


minute in seven sure 


dry nation in 


near 


future, it seemed to me | had ample ree- 
ompense for all the tears and heartaches 
ind disappointments of a long ministry 
| wanted to shout and sing. I thought of 
the song of Miriam at the Red Sea when she 
looked ba ind sa Isr iel’s enemies ovel 
I wre 
| whl sing unto the Lord, for he hath 
triumphed gloriously ; 
| horse and his rider hath he thrown into 
the en 
| Lord is my strength and song 
And = become my salvation: 
This is my God and I will praise him 
\Miv father’s God, and I will exalt him 
Tr} Lord is man of wat 
fhe Lord is his name 
Pharaoh's chariots and his host hath he cast 
inte th sei 
And his chosen captains are sunk in the 
Red Sea 
l deeps cover them 
They went into the depths like a. stone 
| vy sank as lead in the mighty waters 
It indeed seems like a miracle to think 
Seattle, Tacoma, Spokane and Portland, 
fo of the great cities of America without 
a saloon, distillery or brewery The “wets” 
cried in the campaign, “No great city was 
ever a dry city. But behold our own 
mirtet rv cities 
So on the first day of the new vear I just 
vanted to send greeting to all the friends 
1 workers in the east and tell you to 
push the batth By faith the walls of 
lericho fell down Keep marching ‘round 
vi will have the victory by and by And 
t =. \ rth tie mttle! 
W. | Purn 
N Yakima Was lan l 1916 
Autonrobile as Gift to 
Pastor. 
Il t(ireen pastor of the chureh at Oak 
! is presented wit! a new aut 
eas a Ch t 


ristmas gift from the mem 
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A. J. Bush Honored by Texas 


Disciples. 







(mn the evening of December 26, the Oak 
Clif Dallas) church observed the fortieth 
ersary of the ministry of A. J. Bush 





state of Texas. When Mi 
Christmas Day 





Bush landed 


inola on IS75, there 












uit five Disciple churches in the state 
ul regular preaching of any kind; 
vere only about a dozen preachers in 
entire state, and the majority of them 
ir living as farmers, ranchmen, 
smiths, lawvers and doctors” and 
iwhed incidentally There was no form 







in the state at large and when 


peration 








376, Mr. Bush came to Dallas to a state 
ng. the entire time was spent u 
ing; those present refused to endorse 
rm of co-operation between tne 






it large or between individual con 





























itions. Mr. Bush went back to South 
s sick at heart and formed a co 

Lavaca county When the Texas 

« becam onvinced of the necessity 

il state missionary organization, Mi 

at alled on to take cha of it and 
proneerimg work. This he lid i! 

1 the work, in eight vears. from 

y to what it later came to be. wher 

was employing twenty men and 
825.000 a vear When the orphans 
Dallas was to be built, Mr. Bus 

illed om a pastorate t lo lonee! 
iin When this work vas on 

to a pastorate and ’ 












Grant W. Speer at New 

idelphia, 0. 

H. Coil, pastor at New Philadelphia, O 
ving the help of Grant W 


Spe ol 


i series of January meetings. Dur 





7 first week, however, Mr. Coil him 
hed Mr. Speer’s topies tor. the 
week are The Christian. How 









ise of Prayer.” “Salvation—Feeling 
lve or Faith ‘What Sin Does for 
\ ul Sound Doctrine “Mother and 
The Pentecost of ¢ alamity > ae 
Should Talk to Me” “Leaving 
New Year’s Event at Broadway 






Church, Los Angeles. 






vy vears ago, writes Pastor Charles 
lutsla B. I Coulter preached the first 
Year’s sermon at Broadway church, 
Angeles, from the text, “Have Faith in 
Mr. Hutslar reports 





“ince that time 
r 
preached in 
text The 
Is western 





sermon 
pulpit from the 
Mr. Hutslar 
noted with 
the East 
two vears 


rst Lor 


s day in the 
this 


year, a 






fine success of 
field has been 
friends in 


went forth 


eat pleasure by his 
Which region he 


bert Sellers, Elwood, Ind., Called as 
Pastor for Twelfth Year. 
B 


4 
n unanimous vote Rabert Sellers, of 


wood Ind., church has heen elected as 

stor for his twelfth year.’ He is thi old 
minister, in point of service, in the city 
has been very successful in his work 

\ recent evangelistic meeting added several 


ed members to this church 












Ft. Worth Pastor Conducts Three 
Bible Courses. 


Kk. M. Waits, pastor at Magnolia Avenue 
church, Ft. Worth, is an aggressive promote 
or the educational phase of church work 
He has built up an excellent Bible-school ot 
663 enrollment, 442 new scholars having been 


added during the veatr But his efforts go 
bevond the walls of his church school. Dw 
ing the past year Mr. Waits has conducted 
a New Pestament course lor the local 
Young Women’s Christian Association, and 
one on Literature of the Bible or the 
‘Browning Bible Class.” My 


Waits record 
for 1915) ineluded 110) sermons } } ] 


C)ve 1 we! 


addresses, 250 pastoral calls 
sons have been received into the church 
State missior State Bible-school work and 







































Rev. E. M. Waits, who is a leader in Com- 
munity Bible Study in Ft. Worth, Tex. 


lexa Chri in Unive t i\ ved 
largely « Mr. Waits’ services Phe iurch’s 
}) oposed missionary budget for L016 p ovides 
for an expenditure of $1,530 

The Year’s Achievements at Lincoln 

Neb., First. 

The past year has marked an epoch in the 
istory of First church, Lincoln, Neb, The re 
moval of the last cent of indebtedness on 
the church property in itself was enougl 
for one ear’s work, fe in ordina con 
gregation, but the Lincog: people are not 
ordinary The ladies’ circles had the in 


terior of the building beautifully decorated, 


new light fixtures installed and the chon 
loft lowered to mak room tor th pipe 
organ Over three-fourths of the cost ol 
the new organ has been pledged and much ¢ 

it paid in rhe nal eat step to vard 
vas the employment of an assistant to the 


pastor, H. H. Harmor 


L. Kohle 








Those who live on the mountain have a 
longer day than those who live in the val- 
ley. Sometimes all we need to brighten 
our day is to rise a little higher 





Moline, Ill., Disciples to Have 


Church Home. 


Tabernacle revival services of First chu 
Moline, Tl., have been well atteuded at all 
SeSS1008 Several important matte were 
taken up at one session of the Surday 


chool, which voted to start coll ting a fund 
tor the new church building Plans ere 
submitted and adopted whereby collections 
will begin at once Members pledged 
$5) toward the new building as a_ begin 
ning Fifty-seven persons were added to 


the church membership during the recent re 
vival services 


J. G. Slayter Appreciated at East 


Dallas, Texas. 

At the annual membership banquet of the 
Kast Dallas, Tex hurch, official action was 
taken bv the members increasing the salary 

the pasto john GG. Slavter. to &3.600 

n addition of S600 to ft] ilar e i 
lurit t “ Vea | Is 


lation trom the convrevation to his sery 


ces during the past vear which have resulted 


unusual growth and development in 


irtments 


ill dep 


George L. Peters Grows 
Big Church. 
] 


(.eorve 


Peters. pastor of North Side 
hau h. Omaha Ne reports an So p cont 












Church Membership Increases 33 Per 
Cent in Year. 
The annual meeting of North Tonawanda 
N ‘ church rovught forward splendid re 
orts from all departments l ry treasures 
yy rted all bills paid t ind a Llane 
n nd The total amount of money raised 
in all departments lor the ea is & yh) 
amd the total balance on hand s1S4.9S8 
Phe pastor 8 report showed a uin of 33 1 
er cent in membership ove last vear 
George H, Brown is paste it North Tona 


vanda 


Toledo, O., Central, Has City’s 
Largest Bible School. 


It is a real achievement reported from 
Toledo. Centr il church, to which CGrant \W 
Speer ministers This chureh is said to 
have the largest school in t t\ larger 
even than the Marion Lawran hool " 
ternational fame. This school ill soon have 

modern plant, as a crowning achievement 


work of Mr. Speer during ten years 


in the 


THE TWO BEST 


LESSON COMMENTARIES 


FOR 1916 
TARBELL’S GUIDE 


$1.00 Plus 10c Postage 


PELOUBET’SNOTES 


$1.00 Plus 10c Postage 
FOR SALE BY 


DISCIPLES PUBLICATION SOCIETY 
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A. M. Haggard Dedicates Another 
Church 


Dedication Number 156,’ in th ecord 
bo 4. M. Haggard, of Drake University 
ia } ‘ ¢ at Belinda, near Chariton, Ia 
H : th this people over Sunda Der 
" ' the balance d up- 

but raised er iwh to purchase seats 
and rhace na 0 other thir not 
] 1 MeKim is the iator 
' M Haggard reports that Mr. 
Mel 6 it it the close of t lay 
t apel whiel has 
i it fi ea he 
I t Belinda 1 fine community nter 
1m Té 
Ml MeKim ji i 
wit 1] 
Ministerial Relief 
Gair 
| ay ard 
M | ! i ‘ 
’ ‘ ve 
‘ net 
= " ‘ 


Barry, lll, Pa Preaches Fourteen Ser 
mons on the “Prodigal Son.” 
hy it Barry, I wera 


para 
| llowir 
Rela 
\ “ons I 
Hl 1) Th m ! Liv 
iH \ 1 Hu Sub ‘ 
| i! t Tx lr Want 
( t Vir Sal 
1 | H Fait} 1 Will 
( M Father.’ Repentanes 
\ ind Came Atonement 
Wa Yet Afar Off. His Father 
Saw iH ( Fat he | tla 
“ip | ’Bring Forth 
{ ms 
{ Hi i 
\ Hat! Re ved H ! 
Hl | in to Be Merry A 
? lrawn by t ’ 
. | 1 es 
Brotherhood Work Succeeds in 
Kirksville, Mo 
\ t m meeting | it 
‘ s ag ) ! 
( el ryan ! 
t the t 
baa | rooms 1 i VI 
t ! ! tion t t id 
Sunday after y 
‘ i irries on ot i 
\ I i mote ¢ iti \ 
ng mes \s i result of this re 
! est th vork of the lom 
t Bibl ls of the town hav 
ist ! thir t I 
- 
Indiana Church Promotes 
Physical Culture 
The church at Danville, Ind. C. O. Lee, 
pastor, is holding and directing the interest 
of the voung peaple through gymnasium 
pane in wl hi) i the voung people are 
enrolls imier a unl director On a recent 
Sunday Stephet J Corey delivered thre« 
sddresses on en shor ary ourne 
California Has New Bible-schoo} 
Superintendent 
tien. VW breweate } who recent sed 
1 great rk at San Jose, Cal., ha i 
cente 1 call to become State Secreta and 
Superintendent f the Bible-s for 
Norther Calitorr 1 His knowl ue t the 
ind f the Bible-school w ind the 
need hi tate will mean muel the 
Bible sel ] ment in Norther Cal 


Reception for Kansas City 


Pastor 
| Park yureh, Kansas City, Mo.. held 
reception for its new pastor, Hugh Lomax, 
or the evening December yt} \ddressea 


were mad » Frank L. Bowen, city 
missionary to the Christian church, Dr. J. B. 
Crutcher, Bert Wilson and Mr. Lomax. 


Ohio School to Enlarge for Bible- 
school Efficiency. 
The hurch at Edon, O., has closed a good 


irs veork During the vear 29 have been 
ud to the membership of the church 
ota nonevVs tised for all purposes, 
81 820,75 Some badly needed repairs have 
ace n the church property A fur 
‘ n installed n the parsonage 
Att innual meeting of the congregation 
Ne Year's eve, it Was unanimously 
hd 1 vidition to the hureh 
" | provide tte Bi ile 
so g suitable quar 
t | pure Th 
} t ‘ t ill depart 
! ed \ ng will be 
t February, rhe 
s trader | be assisted by 
\ Ila Ca Cit Colo 
Kentucky Disciples Lose 
Pioneer Leader 
\\ sm 1 irm ier the Foreign 
~ its ored life li 
H i 1 | at his hom 
n i i. W lanua Mr. Smith had 
t 1 su sful preacher of 
ibout ty t H 
i ! ther states besides Kentucky, 
Tent ‘ California, Missouri, Indiana 
I! sa ' scholarship 
urrent questions ith 
} est » a that relates to men 
Mir Smit nterest ! nis 


Foreign Miss 


} 


lt t ecent oronation rt the new 
kmperor « lapan imonyg other onors con 
‘ | ations vere viven to several 
pro nent Christians, whose work Was so 
1 religious characte that 
n effect a recognition of its 
1 

eeling is general among the preach 
ers and the leadet in the churches that the 
\la offering should bn observed, even 
though the Every Member Canvass has 
en made and the weekly system of giv 
ing is been adopted In this way many 
reached that would not otherwise’ be 
eache ancl the regular yivers will be 
stimulated to more punctual giving for 

man itis 


The Mission Year Book gives the total 
number of Protestant Christians in China as 
SW, The foreign missionaries number 


> St ind ¢ inese workers 17.870 


Politically, China’s future’ is uncertain. 
It cannot be doubted that she has made real 
though it re- 
mains to be seen how far she will be able 


ss toward democracy, 


to adapt what she has learned to present 


conditions W. P. Hamlet 


Just one hundred years ago the first New 
Testament in Chinese was issued from a 
press in Canton Last year the American 
Bible Society, and the British and Foreign 
Society circulated in China more than a 
juarter million copies ot the Bible 


‘me of the most interesting features of 


the Endeavor Day exercise, The Least of 
These,” is the sketch entitled The Mission- 
ary Committee Meets.” It is unique and is 


sure to please the young people. Orders 
for Endeavor Day supplies are coming in 
nicely, and without question the first Sun- 
iv in February will be an occasion long 
to be remembered by the societies observing 
the day in this manner. If your society has 
not ordered supplies, please do so at once. 
Hox, SS4,. Cincinnati, ©) 


\ few vears ago China was a back num- 
er and enjoyed none of the improvements 
of modern civilization. Today there is an 
entirely new situation. She has a good 
telegraph system, extending to all impor 
tant points in the land, operation by the cen 


tral government; a modern postal system, 
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sions was deep and vital. The March offer- 
ing and Children’s Day were always ov- 
served wherever he preached. He led his 
congregation in direct personal gifts. Be- 
sides this ‘eadership he gave severa) thou- 
sand dollars on the annuity plan. He deeded 
the Foreign Society a house and lot just 
a few days before his death. The funeral 
was conducted by H. C. Runyan, the pastor 
of -the Latonia church. of which Mr 
Smith was an elder. F. M. Rains, secretary 
of the Foreign Society, assisted in the fu 
neral service, he having known him for some 
forty years. The burial was at Highland 
emetery. not far from Cavington. Ky. Mr. 
Smith was a veteran of the Civil War, a 
native of Kentucky. and was _ sixty-eight 
vears of age Of his immediate family, 
onlv his wife survives him 


G. H. Combs for Preparedness. 

George H. Combs, pastor of Independence 
Bivd. church, Kansas City, Mo., urged the 
Kansas side Mercantile Club in a recent ad 
dress to support the preparedness program 
ind to do all in its power to see that this 
nation provided better defenses 


Hopkinsville, Ky., First 
Church Reports. 

1. N. Jessup is making records at Hopkins- 
ville, Ky as at Little Rock, Ark., where he 
served as pastor before coming to Hopkins- 
ville, sueceeding Harry D. Smith there. 
During 1915, 201 persons were added to the 
church membership: the resident member 
ship now being 7. Money raised by all 
departments for all purposes, $9,191.55; con 
tributed to 
22.96.14 


missions and  benevolences, 


ion Snapshots 


Which gives very good service. She has also 

several thousand miles of railway, be- 
sides several thousands projected, which have 
eon delayed only through lack of funds, ow- 
internal disturbances and the 


Kuropean war, 


nu to 


S. J. Gorey, Seey. 








Send for Our Catalog of 


Bulletin Boards and 
Stereopticons 


DISCIPLES PUBLIGATION SOCIETY, 
joo East goth St. Chicago. 











WHY 


You Should Use 


TARBELL’S COMMENTARY 


On the 1916 Sunday-school Lessons. 


DR. J. H. JOWETT SAYS: 
“Exceedingly well done. It must 
be of very great service to Sunday- | 
school teachers.” 
MARION LAWRANCE SAYS: 

“The best, most complete, most prac- 
tical and most satisfactory volume 
on the Sunday-school lessons.” 
BISHOP JOHN H. VINCENT SAYS: 
“Exceedingly wise in its adaptation 
to the variety of grades and extremely 
practical.” 

MARGARET SLATTERY SAYS: 
“As an aid to the teacher in the 
preparation of her own lessons I know 
of nothing better.” 

DR. J. WILBUR CHAPMAN SAYS: 
“Covers the whole year’s work more 
admirably, in my judgment, than any 
other book I have seen. Could aad 

| 


be better.” 
Price, $1, l0c postage. 

For Sale by 

DISCIPLES PUBLICATION SOCIETY, | 
| 700 4oth St., Chicago. | 
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Loveland, Colo., First Church in 
Vital Service. 

Among the results of keeping a “White 
Christmas” at First church, Loveland, 
where J. E. Lynn ministers, ten per- 
sons were added to the church, in response 
to the appeal for gifts of self; twenty-six 
lollars was given in money and several bar- 
useful things gathered together for 
he Christian Home at Denver. A_ few 
ks ago the school gave fifty dollars to 

me misisons; this far exceeded the offer- 

¢ for that purpose in previous years. The 
Loveland church, on Sunday night, Jan. 2, 
a New Year's celebration in honor of 
going into effect of the state amend- 

nt that makes the state dry. Governor 

» Carlson was the principal speaker of 

The meeting was planned by 


Lolo 


evening. 
voung men’s Bible-class, of which the 
is teacher. 


Dr. Shepherd in Institute Work at 


Bloomington, IIL. 
Robert P. Shepherd, former educational a- 


ef the Illinois State Sunday-school 
tion. is now in’ Bloomington, IIL, 

1 ten days’ educational institute. Dr. 
»pherd comes under the auspices of the 
itional department of First Christian 
h but opportunity will be given 


= and religious workers of the various 
and Normal to 
The institute will 
sections, as fol- 


of Bloomington 
course he offers. 
mposed of five distinct 
1. The Use of Scripture in Cultivat- 
Religion 2. Parents and 
Children Under Twelve. 3. 


Personal 
ers ofl 


Parents and Teachers of Youths 

2) 4. Teachers and Officers (present 

iture) of Adult Church Work. 5. 

lar Lecture Period. The institute is 
for Jan. 9-19. 


Texas Bible-school Gives $400 for Ben- 
evolence at Christmas Season. 

\ feature of the Christmas celebration at 
ntral Dallas, Texas, was the 
ring of offerings of the Bible- 
for the aged and the 
ins in the Fowler Home, which 
ocated at Dallas. { class of young 
men pushed a truck piled high with pro- 
down the aisle to the front of the 
Another class of young, women sent 
their number the weight 
ose three in sugar. A_ class of tots 
1 load of hams down the aisle. An- 
lass, with the janitor in white cap 
white apron at their head, marched 
the aisle laden with cream of wheat. 
lass of young men brought the price of 
e fence for a chicken lot needed at the 
and the Junior Boys’ Department do- 
d 500 pounds of chicken feed. Another 
of young men gave 200 pounds of flour. 
lass of young women had constructed a 
nbow across one of the great windows of 
lace and at its foot had hidden a pot 


church, 
the 


lasses 


th three of 


vold coin, the clue to which was a cord 
ich wound about the room in a most per- 
ne way. It \ fell to the pres- 
nt of the Board of Managers 
the Fowler Home to follow the 


to its golden end, which he did amid 

e laughter of those present. Another class 
ught bed clothing and still other classes 
jade gifts equally valuable. The cash offer- 
gs made were as follows: By the officers 
the school, $18, by a young women’s class 
vy a class of older women $115, and by 
The total of gifts of 
was a little more 


=a} 
lass of men $75. 
mey and provisions 
han 8400, 


R. W. Stevenson to Enter 
Evangelistic Field. 

R. W. Stevenson, recently of Edmonton, 
\lberta, Canada, is planning to hold evan- 


gelistic meetings after March 1. Mr. Steven- 
son has held pastorates with churches in 
New York state, also in Ontario, as Provin- 
ak evangelist for a number of years, and 
vas in the pastoral work in the city of 
loronto for five years. References can be 


by writing President A. MeLean, of the 


Foreign Christian Missionary Society, also 
American Missionary Society. His ad- 
ess after March 1 will be 1535 Dufferin 


loronto, Ontario, Canada. 
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William Woods College 


FULTON, MISSOURI 


New illustrated catalog will interest Young Women 
who desire special studies in Music, Art, Expression, 
Languages, Domestic Science. 


SECOND SEMESTER of this standardized Junior 
College begins February 1, 1916. 
Applications for reservations should be made at 

New $30.000 gymnasium and swimming pool. 
Address the College Secretary for catalog. 


JOSEPH A. SERENA, President, Fulton, Mo. 


This college is owned and conducted by the Christian churches of Missouri) 


Only a few vacan- 











Kinston, N. C., Dedicates Building 
Free From Debt. 


Perey G. Cross is given much of the credit 
for the successful dedication of the new 
building at Kinston, N. C.. where Bernard 
P. Smith ministers. About $30,000 was 
needed to cover the indebtedness but at 
three services a total of 336,000 was raised 
in cash and pledges. The presence of Pres 
ton Bell Hall, former pastor, added to the 
joy of the occasion Mr. Cross preached an 
unusual sermon on the theme, “The Master's 
Cup.” 


“White Gifts” at Hillman 
Street, Youngstown. 


Reports coming from many churches of 
Christmas achievements indicate that the 
giving of “self” to Christ has been em- 
phasized generally. At Hillman Street, 
Youngstown, where Walter S. Goode min- 


isters, eighteen persons made the good con 


fession. The Youngstown church is one of 






the kind that enjoys a continual revival: 
during the past three months thirty-one a 
cessions to the membership of the church 
are reported. At the Christmas gathering 
about $30 in cash and an abundance of cloth 
Ing and tood were collected tor a children’s 
home of Youngstown. 

Jefferson City, Mo., Church 

Makes Canvass. 

A. R. Liverett pastor at Jefferson City 
Mo., writes that, on January this church 
put on the Every Member Canvass with rv 
sults that were most gratifying. There was 


an increase of 25 per cent to 40 per cent in 


pledges for local expenses and missions 
over any previous record. Seventy can 
vassers were sent out at 2 o'clock and by 
5 they had all returned. Mr. Liverett re 


ports that th« 
spiritual and 
effort worth while if 
cured 


uplift given to the church in 
fellowship the 
no pledges had been se 


social made 


Facts and Figures from Disciples Fields 


CALLS. 
O'Malley, Riverside, Cal., First, 
Accepts. 


Fs. We to 


Bowling Green, Ky., First. 


J. J. Evans, Transylvania College, to Sacra- 
mento, Cal. First. Accepts. 

Otto B. Irelan, Santa Clara, Cal., to We- 
leetka, Okla. Accepts. 

L. B. Haskins, Palestine, First, to Dallas, 
Oak Cliff, Tex. Accepts. 


G. E. Greves, MeConnellsville, to Washing- 
ton Court House, 0. Accepts. 
First. 


Sam. J. White, to Meridian, Miss., 
Accepts 

W. S. Hood, Adrian, to Cleveland, Mo. 
Accepts. : 


J. S. Van Oram, Shelby, to New Carlisle, 
Ind Accepts. 

Immanuel Jones, 
Argentine church. 


to Kansas City, Kan., 


Chas. Barnett, Carrollton, to Lanark, IIL. 
Accepts. 

Geo. R. Southgate, Niantic, to Hey worth, 
Ill. Will begin work next month. 


W. H. Storm, to Humboldt, Ill. Accepts. 


M. L. Moore, Franklin, to Bowling Green, 
Ky., Twelfth. Accepts. 
J. N. Harker, Columbus, Miss., to Bristol, 


Tenn., Central. Accepts. 


L. A. Warren, to Hinton, W. Va. Accepts. 


Leslie Moody, to Eagle Mills, N. Y. Aec- 
cepts. 

C. E. Nichols, Vinita, Okla., to Shelby- 
ville, Mo. Accepts. 

H. H. Utterback, Palmer, to Scottsbluff, 
Neb. Accepts. 

R. V. Hughes, Guyman, to Tryon, Okla. 
Accepts. 

W. J. Lloyd, Mankato, Kan., to Beaver 
City, Neb. Accepts. 

RESIGNATIONS. 

C. R. Piety, Greenville, Tl. 

C. D. Haskill, Williamsville, Il. 

T. S. Handsaker, Heppner, Ore. Church 


refuses resignation. 
J. Williams Stephens, Clifton Forge, Va 
Would like to locate in the west. 
N. J. Nicholson, Udell, la. 
J. H. Tiller, Bloomfield, Mo 
C. D. Pearce, Knobnoster, Mo 








F. M. Dowling, Fullerton, Cal. Church has 
refused to accept resignation. 
R. J. Bennett, Sharon, Pa, 
©. A. Adams, Opportunity, Wash 
J. J. Payseur, Mt. Pleasant, Ia. 
EVANGELISTIC MEETINGS. 
South Bend, Ind., First, J. M. Alexander, 


White, evangelist; W. FE. 
To begin January 


pastor; Walter M 
M. Hackleman, singing. 
23. 

Warren, O., E. A. Hibler, pastor; Cray 
ton S. Brooks, evangelist. To begin Jan. 16 
Winimac, Ind., J. E. Stout, evangelist. 
Cairo, Ill., J. S. Clements, pastor; Organ 


Burton company; 47; closed. 
Springfield, O., C. M. Burkhart, | pastor, 


preaching; assisted by Katherine: Netz, sing- 
ing. ~ 
Garrigues, pastor, 


Joplin, Mo. C. C. 
preaching; Mr. and Mrs. V. E. Ridenour, 
singing. 


Galveston, Tex., J. B. Holmes, pastor; J. 
H. O. Smith, evangelist. To begin in March 

Uhrichsville, O., J. A. Canby, pastor, 
preaching. Began Jan. 9. 

Lodi, Cal., C. O. MeFarland, pastor; J. T 
Stivers, evangelist; began Jan. 2. 

Okmulgee, Okla., Sumner T. Martin, evan- 
gelist; began Jan. 3. 

Pendleton, Ore., H. H. Hubbell, pastor; C 
M. Ridenour, evangelist. 

Chillicothe, Mo., E. S 
S. Priest, evangelist. 

Kansas City, Mo., Hyde Park, James 
Small, pastor; Sam I. Smith, evangelist; be- 
gan Jan. 9. 

Des Moines, Ia., Capitol Hill, T. F. Paris 
pastor preaching; H. S. Saxton, singing. 

Milton, Ore., J. A. Lord, pastor, preach- 
ing; Le Roy St. John, singing; to begin in 
February. 

MeMinnville, Ore., 
gelist. 

Indianola, Neb., G. W. Gentry, pastor; J 
M. Delezene, evangelist; began Jan. 9. 

Monmouth, Ore., G. C. Ritchey, pastor; 
A. W. Shaffer, evangelist; began Jan. 2. 
Traverse City, Mich., Ford A. Ellis, pas- 


tor, preaching; began Jan. 2. 


Priest, pastor; W 


J. N. MeConnell, evan 
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Central Church, Ft. Worth, is raised for all purposes This includes 
Plans to Build $5,088.78 current fund, and a parsonage fund 
\\ Vl Du wis f Central ' rr of S1716.12 Missions claimed $565.43. Mr 
\\ t lex has mel astor Col ms preached 13 sermons, delivered 
This ludes iddresses and race after dinne speeches 
. t pros He has mad 720 calls Seventy-five pg 
ry - ns hav een added to the membership 
. . | Bi school i but one of having 
\ | 1 i it ! il yi 
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Women as Church Builders 
in West Virginia 
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the women of Bramwell. Some time ago, 
two women came to the town from 
Virginia and finding no Disciples church 
home, determined to build one They 
ught a lot and donated it to the work. 
ulding to it S100 eash ws a nucleus of a 
tilding fun Ihe report now comes that 
a ition to the amount of $1,500 have 
en 8 ed, and that verv soon a good 
ntildis e erected fo First Chris 
! ( Bramwell his West 
Virg 1 to i sbout three tho ind in 
itants« mel the erok work 0 thes« 
men t w other Disciples now 
i? , Thy ] is won the mterest 
1 appr il of several influential citizens 
1 it is edict that the meeting planned 
the month llowing the ompletion of 
) 1 lit i | many new recruits 
1 e Bramwel vorl 
Milwaukee Pastor Addresses 


Y. M. C. A. 


Robert L. Finch, new pastor of Park and 
Prospe t church, Milwaukee Wis re ently 
iddressed the local Young Men’s Christian 
Association on the subject Sh iting Gears.” 
Mr. Finch come to Milwaukee from Marys 
ville. Mo., sutceeding Mark Wavne Wil 
liams, who a pted a call to Boston 

One hundred fiftv-two were added and 

1) chu and all its departments pros 

i at Rroad St Columbus. O.. under 

leadership of Geo, P. Rutledge last vear 

The men of all churches at Blue prings 

have formed a “Community Brother- 

l nd at present are giving their united 
Torts t ightn the liquor evil 

Re Bluff, Cal. congregation will cel 

‘ ite its 35th anniversary Jan. 23.. Shirley 
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